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Dates to Remember:

e Jan. 9—Finance Mtg.

e Jan. 12—Vital UMC

e  Jan. I14—Parents’ Night
Out

e Jan. I5—UMM Breakfast

e Jan |7—Church Council

e Jan |8— Effie Ford Circle
e Jan. I9—SPR Mtg.

e  Jan. 22—F3 resumes

e Jan. 29—District Training

Upcoming Sermons

Jan. 8-"The 3 R’s of Baptism”

Jan. 15-"An Invitation to Know
God”

Jan. 22-"The Called Ones”

Jan. 29-"Astonishing!”

NEW YEAR, NEW CHANGES

Despite a deep longing within many of us for things to remain the same,
we are equally aware that some things need to change. Yet, our fear and
uncertainty about how the changes will affect our lives causes us to relent and
revert to our old, comfortable ways. Hence, we will often engage in the practice
of setting New Year Resolutions only to see them fall to the wayside before we
even reach Ash Wednesday.

Change, despite our preconceived notions, is actually a good thing. First,
it reminds us that we are living creatures residing in a world that we cannot
always alter, manipulate, or change. Many of the changes we experience, like
the passing of a loved one, are changes that we would never request. If we turn
to God during these times, we experience a totally new relationship with our
Creator and Sustainer. Secondly, change can be for the better. Change can allow
us to grow in fresh, new ways discovering hidden gifts within us that had been
dormant. It also allows us to grow in relationship with God and those around us.

As you contemplate what changes you are going to undertake in 2012,
may I offer some suggestions. Beginning January 8th, we will be conducting a
brief Communion Meditation service each Sunday in which Holy Communion is
not offered during the main worship services. The service will be held in the
sanctuary beginning at 9:45am and will conclude before the start of Sunday
School. Communion allows us an opportunity to come “clean” before God and
frees us for joyful obedience and service to God. And if you are facing a very
tough week or just barely survived one, Holy Communion can be a time of
refreshment and relief. So make plans to join us during this special time!

Additionally, make a resolution to dig deeper into God’s Holy Word. We
will continue to publish in the bulletin a Daily Bible Reading plan that will help
you stay focus and on task for reading the entire Bible in one year. Also, make a

commitment. to join a Bible Study class during the year.  (continued on pg. 2)

Announcements

Beginning Sun., Jan. 8
we will have an early
morning communion at
9:45am in the sanctuary.
Anyone may join us for a
time of Holy Communion
and prayer. This time
will be offered each
Sunday.

The church office will be
closed Mon., Jan. 16 in
observance of the MLK
holiday.
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Youth News

How Can You Help Make A
Difference In Our
Growing Youth Program?

The UMYF annual ski trip is quickly
approaching, and we need your help.
Our youth group will be traveling to
West Virginia for our Winter Retreat.
Here we will grow closer to our Lord,
create life long friendships, and enjoy
unforgettable snow skiing. As you
already know preparing for a retreat
involves many prayers, extensive
planning and requires financial
support. We need your help!

You can make a difference by:

*praying for our safe travels and
spiritual growth

*donating individual wrapped
snacks, pop tarts, cereal and chips

*sponsoring a meal for our group

*making a donation in honor/
memory of a loved one to the
UMYF

*Any support you have to offer
will be GREATLY appreciated and
will help make this trip a
SUCCESS!

For more information please
contact~

Lori Smith Brandon Herder
770-826-6785 678-409-6247

Thank you!

Children’s News

F3 resumes January 22nd.

Acolytes needed: children
(grades 2-5) interested in
being an acolyte, please see
Marcia Bridges or Kelly
Miears.

Preschool & MMO

Bar-B-Cutie-Family Night
Dinners-Mon. January 9, 5-
8pm. Mention Countyline
and proceeds will be
donated to “Stop Hunger

2

Now”.

School resumes—Tuesday,
Jan 10

(continue pg. 1)

I will be leading a new class called Invitation to Romans beginning January 31st. The class will be offered on
Tuesdays at 7:00pm and Wednesday at 10:30am. Join us for this 8-week introduction to Paul’s Letter to the Ro-
mans!! You can sign up by contacting the church office.

Finally, experts agree that the best way to accomplish a goal is to have a team of supporters encouraging
you along the way. Allow us, your church family, to help keep you on task! Furthermore, be that source of en-
couragement for those around you! Together, we can make 2012 the most powerful year of ministry that County

Line UMC has ever experienced!

Blessings for a New Year in Christ,

Scott
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. o * %% Special Gifts * **
O ur G Ivin g Donations have been made
General Designated to the Music Ministryi n memor y of
Budget Giving Loui s €LizBarrolls thother)
December budgeted 920 By Dean and Shirley Pur
to the HALO Project
December of feri2Mg 741 943 in honor of
* * * * Karen Flwoyd for Christr
Surplus / (Deficit) to Carry Over to Next Year By Bob and Debbie Jeron
Car@yer Surplus of JanuarQ 1, 01 heMatthew Beadles Scholarship Fund
2011 oOfferings 301,501 i'n memor of
2011 Expenses 294,261 y
2011 Surplus 7,240 Aunt Evelyn & Uncle Gordo
By Jackson Mari e Doldswo
Operating Surplus as ngcezn’ﬂboer 31, 2 0 1tdthe Benevolence Fund
in honor of
Building Fund _ _
Principal balance 11/392, 425 Rev. Scott Pickering
Principal paid 12/ 20 1,066 By John and Deborah| Ben
Principal balance 12/391,6 359 County Line Church
* A full report is posted in theth%fn[(écteh.e above donors for

Adult & Family

Congratulations to Craig
Robinson, voted UMW
Volunteer of the Year!

Save-the-Date: April 20-
22—Women’s Retreat

District Training Event-

Sun., Jan. 29, 2012 at Marietta

2:00 Gather/Registration
2:30 Worship in Sanctuary
3:00 Workshops

SPRC Training for New
Pastors, Chairs & Committee —
Jim Lowry

Evangelism — Take it to the
Streets — Michael McQueen

Missions — Going on a
Volunteer Mission Trip — Joey

Leadership Development —
Chairperson Bootcamp — James
Gwin

Stewardship/Finance — Nuits &

Bolts of Stewardship — Phil
Schroeder

Vital Congregations — Goal
Setting & Strategic Planning -
Chris Branscomb

Nurture — Starting New Groups

(Sunday School/Bible Study) -

First UMC Hatchell Frank Bernat
Prayers Sunshiners Missions
Margaret Maner, Chuck No January meeting.

Vollenweider,
February 15-2:30pm—-dJoin us MUST Barrel

Kathy Ricketts, Doris
Wiggins, Hinton Brown, Betty
Hardin

for Theater on the Squares
presentation of Red Letter
Jesus. Contact Nadine Lacy if
interested, 770-428-3585 or
nlacy@bellsouth.net

January needs—Box
Dinners
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